
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (on or after April 10, 2018) 

JUNIATA COLLEGE TO ASSIST WITH ENVIRONMENTAL OVERSIGHT 
OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT AT RAYSTOWN LAKE 
 

HUNTINGDON, PA – The development team of the proposed Terrace Mountain Lodge and Hawn’s 

Bridge Recreation Area at Raystown Lake is excited to announce that Juniata College has agreed to be 

involved in the environmental oversight of the project when site development begins.  

 

Juniata College has a renowned environmental studies program and maintains an active environmental 

research station on Raystown Lake in Huntingdon County. Chuck Yohn, Ph.D., the director of the Juniata 

College Field Station, will head the oversight team. “We want to do everything possible to safeguard the 

environment when our project moves forward,” said developer Rod Roberts of Lancer Resources, L.P.  

 

“The college’s extensive knowledge of plants, animals and all natural life found around and in Raystown 

Lake will be invaluable to our development team as we work with landscape planners and architects to 

create environmentally-sensitive plans for the lodge property, hiking and biking trails, and public 

recreation areas,” Roberts said.   

 

The Juniata College staff has volunteered to provide Lancer guidance on eco-friendly building practices 

as well as environmental recommendations, since both the field station and buildings at the college 

follow many green building practices. 

 

The proposed $89 million project includes a resort lodge on Robert’s private property and a public 

recreation area to be built with private funds on the Hawn’s Bridge Peninsula and adjacent land 

comprised of 375-acres managed by the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). Preliminary concept plans 

for the public recreation area include a beach, rental area for bikes, kayaks and canoes, small marina 

with restaurant, camp sites and an environmental learning center. Much of the recreation area would 

remain undeveloped.  

 

While the Hawn’s peninsula was listed on the original 1977 Raystown Lake Master Plan as a potential 

development site, it was taken off the plan during the last plan revision in 1994 due to steep terrain to 

access the site. To overcome access issues, the developer has proposed improving an existing 

switchback road to access the Hawn’s Bridge area as well as adding walking trails and possibly an incline 

train, or funicular. Currently, the USACE is involved in an 18-month update of the master plan and the 

development team is hopeful the Hawn’s Bridge Peninsula will be added back into the plan as a 

potential development site for public recreation.   

 

Project spokesperson Janet Chambers, who resides in the Raystown Lake area, notes that the proposed 

Terrace Mountain Lodge would be designed to complement its natural surroundings. “Both the 220-

room lodge and the public recreation area would be built under a canopy of trees so as not to disrupt 

the views from the lake and other vantage points,” said Chambers. The development team also plans to 



expand hiking and biking trails on both properties, with the potential of connecting trails to Huntingdon, 

about 10 miles away.   

 

“We look forward to assisting with the environmental oversight of the proposed Hawn’s Bridge 

Recreation Area and Terrace Mountain Lodge,” said Yohn. “We recognize the great economic and 

recreation opportunities the project brings to this community, and specifically we are excited about the 

prospect of partnering on the creation and operation of the nature center proposed in the plan.”  

Yohn also said he recognizes the environmental concerns about the development that have been 

raised.  “We appreciate the opportunity to consult on green building practices and minimization of 

environmental impacts,” he said. “Example practices that we are discussing include reducing light 

pollution by careful lighting placement and design, avoiding disturbance to sensitive plant communities, 

and embedding buildings into the landscape with buffer vegetation so that buildings are less obtrusive,” 

said Yohn.  

He further explained that he would be making recommendations on the use of native vegetation for 

landscaping as well as wildlife enhancement, reduction of window strikes by using bird-safe window 

treatments, and alternative energy options. Commented Yohn, “We view our involvement as not just a 

great opportunity to minimize the environmental impact of development but to also showcase and 

educate area visitors about green design practices.” 

“The proposed Terrace Mountain Lodge and Hawn’s Bridge Recreation Area at Raystown Lake are a win-

win for our community,” said James A. Troha, president of Juniata College. “The project estimates 

attracting more than 100,000 visitors a year who will experience the great outdoors, learn about our 

local heritage and environment, and enjoy local businesses. Juniata is proud to be involved in this 

project and to help ensure it is created in the best way possible to protect our natural resources.”  

 

Troha also said that he feels there may be great opportunities to partner with the project so that 

educational components may be a part of the overall offerings of the resort.  

 

More information on the proposed Terrace Mountain Lodge and Hawn’s Bridge Recreation Area is 

available at www.TerraceMountainLodge.com or by contacting local spokesperson Janet Chambers at 

info@terracemountainlodge.com.  
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