
US Army Corps of Engineers 
Raystown Lake Project 
Ms. Avis Kennedy 
6145 Seven Points Rd. 
Hesston, PA 16647 

RE: Hawn’s Bridge Recreation Area 

April 26, 2018 

Dear Ms. Kennedy, 

The Strategic Alliance for Economic Growth Committee (SAEG) supports the proposed development of the Terrace 
Mountain Lodge on private land adjacent to land managed by the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers. The Terrace 
Mountain Lodge project is dependent on the reclassification of the Hawn’s Bridge Peninsula for recreational use 
including a 150-boat slip marina and fuel dock. We support the reclassification of the Hawn’s Bridge Peninsula for 
recreational use, as it was proposed in the original 1977 Raystown Lake Master Plan (then referred to as Hawn’s 
Woods recreation complex).  

SAEG recognizes the importance for the 2018 Master Plan to address economic impacts of any potential 
development at the lake. As we understand from the 1994 Master Plan, the objectives outlined in the plan include 
…balancing economic benefits and recreation facilities; encouraging development that will increase economic 
benefits to the region; and, providing universal access for the physically challenged at areas of the project (1994 
Plan, p. A-4). During open meetings for the 1994 Master Plan, attendees voiced negative opinions of Raystown 
Lake that led to those very objectives. Some of those negatives were the inaccessibility of the lake, lack of 
environmental education provided at the lake, not enough camping, inaccessibility for disabled, lack of off-season 
activities, lack of shoreline for fishing and lack of facilities for aging population (p. 347). As SAEG understands from 
reviewing the proposed TML and HBRA proposal, all of the negatives voiced would be resolved, as well as the 
accompanying objectives from them achieved, through the reclassification of the Hawn’s Bridge Peninsula for 
recreational use and the resulting development of the Terrace Mountain Lodge.  

In June 2017, the Southern Alleghenies Planning and Development Commission created an economic projection 
for this project that outlined the creation of 300 direct jobs and an additional 276 direct, indirect or induced jobs in 
our community. Huntingdon County needs these jobs and the estimated $6.5 million dollars in accompanying 
annual payroll they would bring.  Further benefits of reclassifying the Hawn’s Bridge Peninsula for recreational use 
would be seen through the following:  

• The development of Hawn’s Bridge Peninsula would add a new PUBLIC recreation area on the northeast side
of Raystown Lake. Currently, visitors and residents on the northeast side of the lake have limited access to
Raystown Lake.  The new recreation area would be about 10 miles from Huntingdon or Mount Union making
it much closer than current recreation sites, which can be up to a 30 to 40 minute drive away.

• Project would offer the public many recreational options including miles of new bike and hiking trails
connecting to existing public trails, an environmental learning center, campsites, beach and a small marina.



• Tourism is the second largest industry in Huntingdon County. These projects would bring an addition of $30
million in local and regional tourism spending from 100,000+ visitors, vendors, and employees annually. This
will help our local economy and businesses.

• With all the manufacturing that has left our area, our local municipalities and schools have suffered with
reduced tax revenue. This project would add $3.8 million+ annually in new tax revenue from property, local,
school, county, state, hotel excise and sales/use taxes.

• Projects would have an environmentally responsible design and operation with oversight by environmental
specialists at Juniata College.

SAEG believes the benefits of reclassifying the Hawn’s Bridge Peninsula for recreational use are far too great not to 
pursue. Therefore, we highly encourage the US Army Corps of Engineers to rezone the Hawn’s Bridge Peninsula for 
recreational use and offer a concession lease for bid so the property can be developed with private funds. 

Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this letter of support, please do not hesitate to contact Terry 
Anderson, SAEG Chairman at (814) 641-3735 or via email at anderst@juniata.edu or any of the SAEG committee 
members listed.  

Sincerely, 

Mr. Terry Anderson, Chair 
Director 
Juniata College Center for Entrepreneurial Leadership 

Mr. Robert McDowell, 
Immediate Past Chair 
Juniata College Trustee 

Robert Reitman                Mr. Matthew Price 
Executive Director                   Executive Director 
Huntingdon County Business and Industry, Inc.    Huntingdon County Visitor’s Bureau 

Ms. Yvonne Martin   Mr. Mark Colussy 
President/CEO    Planning Director 
Huntingdon County Chamber of Commerce   Huntingdon County Planning Commission 
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